
Hello and welcome to this year’s community 
art project about everything aquatic! 
 
This year’s Arts festival is themed on ‘Water’, after all we are a spa town and have the 
lovely River Leam connecting all our parks. Ali Mckellar and her team will be dropping 
into your organisation, community centre or group of friends to show you how to turn 
a knitted square into a fish or jelly fish or anything fishy! Let your imagination run wild, 
decorate it and jazz it up - be as creative as you want, we love creative surprises! 

Or make your contribution and drop it into the Leamington Studio Artists Gallery at 
East Lodge in Jephson Gardens open Wednesday – Sunday 10-5, or drop into the 
Ecofest event in the Pump Room Gardens on May 5th 10-4 to make or donate one. 

Please email ali@artinpark.co.uk to make alternative arrangements to contribute   
your aquatic creation and to receive an invite for our aqua knitters summer picnic.  
Your fishy knitting will be displayed at the festival and please do collect at the end. 

Happy fishy knitting and see you on August 3rd & 4th!

‘Aqua Knitters’  
Festival Art Installation 
How to make a fish or jellyfish
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Add any decorations that 
you fancy to your fish  
or jellyfish!

Aquaknits patterns designed by Ali McKellar 2019
Booklet design and illustrations by www.joyouscreative.co.uk

Please join in and follow our social media:

To make a jellyfish...

Thread some yarn. Sew a circle  
using a running stitch, leaving 
loose ends.

3 Push the corners inside the circle  
and into the jellyfish. Pull the  
threads tight and tie.

4 Add the tentacles 
You can use:
• A length of yarn, then simply  

thread and tie
• A length of chain crochet
• Finger-knitting
• Double crochet (dc) into a length  

of chain, with 2 dcs into each 
chain, or at intervals at random, 
to create curling

• Any mix of the above!

Tip: you can make double the 
length, then either thread and 
tie, or stitch at somewhere in the 
middle, to attach to the underside 
of your jellyfish.

Pull on the threads leaving a 
small opening. Stuff your jellyfish. 

Pull
tight



Insert your needle back where you 
started. Pull the yarn tight to gather 
and sew the corners together.

First, knit a square

You will need:

Something recycled  
and soft for stuffing  
(e.g. cushion stuffing)

Instructions

Cast on 40 stitches, leaving a long 
end of wool.

Turn over to see how to make a jellyfish...

To make a fish...

Choose your stitch pattern - garter 
stitch, stocking stitch, moss stitch, 
ribbing or any stitch you fancy! 

Knit until you have formed a square 
- the easiest way to check if you have 
a formed a square is to bring one of 
the bottom corners of your knitting 
diagonally up to your needle, to 
create matching triangles.

Cast off - leaving a long  
end of wool.
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Thread one of the loose ends  
of yarn. Stitch along one side.1 2

3 4 Fill 2/3 with stuffing.Fold and stitch the  
sides together.

Stitch the other end closed.

Stitch across where the stuffing 
ends, and then back. Pull the 2 
loose threads tight and knot to 
make the tail. Add an eye and any 
embellishments you fancy (e.g. fins, 
gills, sequins, stripes...)
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A pair of size 8  
knitting needles

Wool to knit 
your fish or jellyfish

Contrasting yarn 
or decorations 

Stuffed

Please note: Stiches are 
shown in dark blue for clarity.

Pull
tight




